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on this year’s political upheavals in Belarus

Brussels, 17 December 2020 - “2020 has been a truly exceptional year in the Belarusian and

the European history. It has been marked by a historic mobilisation of the Belarusian society

and a women-led revolution that will undoubtedly lead to the downfall of Europe’s last dictator.

This is why it was so important to bestow the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought – the

highest tribute paid by the European Union to human rights defenders – upon the democratic

opposition in Belarus, acknowledging their efforts and determination.

It was an honour to welcome some of the laureates this week, as Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya,

Veranika Tsapkala, Volha Kavalkova, Siarhei Dyleuski, Ales Bialiatski and Stsiapan Putsila

received the award in the European Parliament, while Sviatlana Alexievich joined the ceremony

remotely. They have been carrying on their shoulders the weight of the Belarusian people’s

fight for freedom and dignity and, by doing so, they have given us a true lesson of

courage. Unfortunately, their presence also reminds us of those who remain detained, including

many political prisoners such as an extraordinary woman and leader Mariya Kalesnikava,

veteran opposition politician Mikola Statkevich and presidential candidate Siarhei

Tsikhanouski.

This is not the first time that the EU praises efforts of the people of Belarus with this award. In

2004, the Sakharov Prize was awarded to the Belarusian Association of Journalists and in 2006

to presidential candidate Aliaksandr Milinkievich. Thus, we shall never forget that – although

an unprecedented revolution has been taking place in Belarus for over four months – the

oppression and struggle of the Belarusian society has been going on for almost three decades.
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This symbolic moment allows us to pay tribute to all the victims of Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s

regime: the tens of thousands of anonymous protesters and citizens who have been arbitrarily

arrested, unlawfully detained, tortured, raped or killed, the persecuted trade unionists, the

journalists silenced for doing their job, as well as the brave human right defenders, civil society

activists and opposition figures.

We shall also remember Yury Zakharanka, Viktar Hanchar, Anatol Krasouski and Zmitser

Zavadski, who were abducted and disappeared without a trace in 1999-2000: they will never be

forgotten.”
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